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A note from the principal  

It is hard to believe this is the last Bobcat Bulletin of the school year.  We have had 

a great year of academics and extra-curricular activities and are looking forward to 

an exciting spring.  Our primary focus is on the academic success of our students.   

There are numerous study table and Saturday school opportunities available in the 

next several months.  Please encourage your children to attend if necessary to en-

sure a strong finish to the school year. 

The construction projects continue to move forward.  We have been meeting with 

the architects to finalize plans on the auditorium and the band and vocal music are-

as, the industrial technology building as well as the office area.  The plans look 

great and we hope to finalize the projects very soon.  The Bobcat Capital Support 

Foundation would greatly appreciate your support on their fundraising project to 

help add additional equipment to the auditorium.  You can visit our website at 

www.wdbqschools.org for more information. 

Have a great spring – no more snow days! 

Dave Hoeger 

Principal 

Jacob Feldmann 

Assistant Principal  

This newsletter is also accessible through our website at: www.wdbqschools.org 

If you are getting this newsletter in the US mail and would prefer a digital copy sent to your email, please 

contact Laura Hoerner at Laura.Hoerner@wdbqschools.org or call her at 563-876-3442 ext. 3001.   

WDHS Staff email change 

Please note this important change.  As of March 1, 2013, the email ad-

dresses for all WDHS and WD District employees have been changed.  

From this point forward, email addresses will end in @wdbqschools.org 

Attention WDHS art alumni: 

Do you know a Western Dubuque Alumni that still pursues his or her love for 

art?  This year the annual Western Dubuque High School art show will be held 

on May 8 and will showcase a section of Alumni work.  Alumni are welcome to 

bring in a drawing, painting, photograph or sculpture that they have recently 

completed.  Work must be prepared for hanging or display.  Work would need to be dropped 

off at the high school April 30-May 4.   

Please contact Vicki Recker prior to the drop off dates at vicki.recker@wdbqschools.org  if you 

are interested in showing a piece. 

The Booster Club will be sponsoring sports physicals 
The sponsored physicals are to be held at Dyersville Family Practice on May 11.  For appoint-

ments, call Alice in the Activities Office at 563-876-3035, ext. 3008.  For every physical, the 

Booster Club receives money, which, in turn, all goes back into the schools.  Cost is $15.00. 

http://www.wdbqschools.org
http://www.wdbqschools.org
mailto:laura.hoerner@wdbqschools.org
mailto:vicki.recker@wdbqschools.org
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All-State speech 

BY JARRAKA ELSNER 

Laila Sahir is the speech team’s All-State qualifier for this 

season. She performed a prose piece, “The Children’s 

Story.”  She had to stand still and perform with voices, 

gestures and facial expressions of her choosing while do-

ing her piece. When asked how it felt to be qualified for 

All-State in her first year out, she said, “Pretty awesome 

feeling, totally unexpected. Shocking!” The All-State 

competition was held on Monday, March 25 at UNI. The 

best of luck to our only All-State speech qualifier! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Academic and Artistic Excellence 

Award Night scheduled  

BY MORGAN TOMAS 

Epworth, Iowa—Home of the Western Dubuque Bob-

cats—will be hosting an evening celebration of students’ 

creative and academic achievements on May 8, 2013 at 

6:00 p.m. at the high school. The night will begin with an 

art show and performance of the jazz band in the com-

mons area; the awards program will start at 7:00 p.m. in 

the old gymnasium. A snack bar with refreshments will be 

available at the opening of the exhibit. Presentations of 

awards in all academic aspects will be featured. The 

evening’s agenda also includes a performance by the 

WDHS speech team and a vocal and instrumental piece by 

the music department of Western Dubuque. Awards will 

be given to students excelling in the following categories: 

special honors, departmental and activities. Keepsake pro-

grams will be offered at the conclusion of the evening for 

recipients of the awards and their families. Teachers and 

staff will make up the committee planning the program. 

Invitations will be mailed to students receiving awards and 

to their families. Extended family, other relatives and 

WDHS alumnus are encouraged to attend the assembly, 

which includes members of the current Western Dubuque 

student body.  RSVP is required with the number attend-

ing to the WDHS guidance office. We at Western Dubu-

que look forward to your attendance of this exhilarating 

night of academics and the arts. 

Retiring Teacher:  Sue Kalb 

How long have you been working at Western 

Dubuque?  I have been teaching at Western 

Dubuque High School for 32 years. 

What are your plans after you are retired?  I’m 

not quite sure what I will be doing after I’ve re-

tired. I might have to completely reinvent myself. 

I’m looking forward to having more time to devote to the things I 

most enjoy.   My music will definitely be a priority, and I plan to 

spend some time helping out in my husband’s dental office.  Mostly, 

I’m looking forward to a much more relaxed lifestyle.  

What was your most memorable experience here at Western 

Dubuque? I have had such an awesome journey here at Western 

Dubuque High School.  It is difficult for me to point to any one 

thing as being most memorable.  Overall, I would say my greatest 

memories center around the fun times I have had with my students.  

What will you miss most?  I will miss many things about my job 

here, but most of all I will miss the people.  I always thought the old 

“Bobcat Family” thing was a little cheesy, but I have to say that it is 

indeed true.  I feel as though I will be leaving family. I so enjoy the 

people I work with on staff, our great administration and our awe-

some student body.  I will especially miss the students I have served 

in my program.   

How has working with students impacted your life?  Working 

with students has impacted my life in many ways. It definitely influ-

enced how I parented my own children. It has kept me young and 

has brought much happiness to my life. 

Words of Wisdom:  Life is all about choices, so choose well! 

We wish Sue the best of luck in her future endeavors!   

Retiring Staff Member: Pat Lammers  

Pat Lammers will also be retiring from Western 

Dubuque High School after 12 years working as a 

para-professional.   

We want to wish Mrs. Lammers all the best. 
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A Main Event summary  

BY JACOB BARNWELL 

The Main Event is the premiere event for the WDHS Show Choirs and took place on Feb. 23. Western Dubuque becomes a hub of 

amazing singing, intricate dances and astonishing effects, including everything from props to a whole second stage. The talent that 

was brought in this year was one of the best in the six years that we have hosted. The event included groups from Cedar Rapids, 

West Delaware, Dubuque, Janesville and more. The music brought us from current hits to a coffee shop to music about war pre-

sented to us by Cedar Rapids Jefferson, who was the Grand Champion of the event. Kirsten Anderson has hosted Davenport 

West’s “West Connection” for three years, and the group made it to finals. She had this to say, “It is exciting to feel their excite-

ment and standing on stage when their name was announced was a great feeling. Our event is always so much fun. When else can 

I decorate a room to a “Cat in the Hat” theme and have fish in the school and not get a weird look. I will miss this event next 

year!” When 5th Avenue took the stage, Chance Ingles realized he had a tattoo he never knew about. When the Aristocats took the 

stage they had special guests with them, our very own “Ken and Barbie” with their pink Corvette. The day was filled with excite-

ment like no other. It was amazing to hear so many positive comments, from the crews of others schools saying our behind-the-

scenes students and staff were the best they have ever worked with at an event to another gentleman from Janesville saying it was 

the best food they have eaten at an event. Bravo Aristocats! Bravo 5th Ave! Good luck to the rest of your season and continue to 

give Mrs. Tipple and Mrs. Waterman a reason to stand a little taller. 

2013 Dubuque Area Youth Leadership Council (DAYLC): WDHS Members Announced 

Congratulations to the following WDHS juniors who were named to the Dubuque Area Youth Leadership Council (DAYLC) for 

2013:  Jennifer Brehm, Stephanie Niklasen, Rachel M. Demmer, Raegan Hoefler, Molly Lembezeder, Curtis Burds, Anna Kluesner, 

Rachel Hoeger and Isaac Ehlers. DAYLC is the area chapter of the National Council on Youth Leadership, and it recognizes the top 

100 leaders from 12 Dubuque-area high schools.  

Congratulations to all! 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY JACOB BARNWELL 

Top left photo, L to R:  Dylan McClain (10), 

Isaac Ehlers (11), Megan Koehn (12), Conner 

Mausser (10), Mary McAllister (12), Devin 

Watters (11), Dakota Tell (12), Bailey Benn 

(12), and Trevor Then (12) perform at the 

Main Event.   

Top right photo:  Kirsten Anderson (12) 

strikes a pose on stage. 

Bottom left photo:  Lilly Waterman, daughter 

of Judy Waterman, and Vincent Recker, son 

of Vicki Recker,  add to the performance.   



April / May    Page 4 The Arts/Activities  
Art News 
BY VICKI RECKER, ART INSTRUCTOR  
 

The WDHS Art Department will be participating in the WaMaCC art show and competition 

in Mount Vernon, Iowa on April 10.  Western Dubuque will be allowed to submit 20 pieces 

for judging at the annual art show.  It is truly an honor for students just to have work selected 

to participate in the event.  In addition to the show and awards ceremony, students will be 

touring the Cornell College Art Department, viewing a senior student show, meeting with 

Professor Tony Plaut and visiting art-related businesses in Mount Vernon.   
 

The Western Dubuque High School annual art show will be held in conjunction with the Aca-

demic and Artistic Achievement Evening on Wednesday, May 8.  Please stop by and view the 

show before the ceremony that evening from 6:00-7:00 p.m. The art show is open to the pub-

lic. A wide variety of both two-dimensional and three-dimensional pieces from all courses 

will be on display. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

On March 20, this year’s selected participants for the WaMaC art show were announced.  Our 

representatives this year are as follows: three pieces—a ceramic, an oil pastel, and an ink 

piece—by Molly Becker (10), one ceramic piece by Nicole Willenbring (12), one graphite 

piece by Jillian Kennedy (9), one ceramic piece by Breanna Honkomp (12), two pieces—an 

altered book mixed media and a tempera piece—by Anna Spoden (12), one tempera piece by 

Mikaela Armstrong (10), two pieces—a tempera and an acrylic piece—by Stephanie Knipper 

(11), one watercolor piece by Krista Ostwinkle (12), one color photography by Serina Rosalez 

(12), one oil pastel by Rachel M. Demmer (11), one tempera piece by Jenna Valenti (10), one 

ceramics piece by Austin Cullen (12), one papier-mâché by Kayla Winandy (9), one graphite 

piece by Gavin Nadermann (12), one graphite piece by Amanda Langel (9) and one tempera 

piece by Melissa Burds (11).  Congratulations to all the stu-

dents who were chosen to compete in this competition; we 

are proud to have your talents representing Western Dubu-

que High School.    

Activities Department  

Keep moving on! 
 

BY JOHN HLUBEK, 7-12 GRADE ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR  
 

 

The winter season of activities has passed, and the Bobcats have put forth another successful effort in repre-

senting Western Dubuque High School. 
 

The girls basketball team were conference champs in the eastern division of the conference.  The boys bas-

ketball team were overall champions and went undefeated during the regular season of play.  The wrestling 

team qualified for regional duals and medaled two wrestlers in the state tournament.  Both girls and boys 

bowling teams qualified for state, and we had an individual state champ, Lisa Schroeder, on the girls team. 
 

The middle school athletes tell me they want to be “tough” like the high school athletes.  That reminded me 

of an article I read on toughness written by Jay Bilas of ESPN: “Tough players come to work every day to get 

better, and keep their horizons short.  They meet victory and defeat the same way:  They get up the next day 

and go to work to be better than they were the day before.  Tough players hate losing but are not shaken or deterred by a loss.  

Tough players enjoy winning but are never satisfied.  For tough players a championship or a trophy is not a goal; it is a destination.  

The goal is to get better every day.”  Let’s be Bobcat tough! 

John Hlubek 

Activities Director 

Above: Art student Molly Becker (10) 

works intently at her easel  in a gestural 

figure drawing workshop held at Clarke 

University.   

Rachel M. Demmer’s (11) oil pastel 

“The Road Less Traveled” (pictured 

above) is an entry in this year’s 

WaMaC art show.   

Gavin Nadermann’s (12) untitled pencil 

drawing  (pictured left) will be featured in 

the WaMaC art show this year.   
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Congratulations to the EIRC Creative  

Writing Contest winners 

BY GRETCHEN E. KRATOCHWILL, ENGLISH INSTRUCTOR 

On Tuesday, March 12, Western Dubuque High School had three 

first-place students present their winning creative writing and poet-

ry pieces in front of their families and fellow winners and teachers 

from the area.  This event was held in Independence and show-

cased the work of one overall winner, grades K-12, in two separate 

categories: creative writing and poetry.  Cheyenne Puetz (10) swept 

both categories, presenting her original descriptive narrative 

“Library Love” in the creative writing category and her original 

poem “No More Goodbyes” in the poetry portion of the contest.  

Brad Prier (11) also presented in the creative writing category, 

reading his touching descriptive piece “Smoky Memory.”  Lastly, 

Emily Vaughan (11) presented her original poetic work “Self 

Taught,” a piece that was also featured in our Oct.10, 2012 issue of 

the Westerner.  All of the first-place winners’ pieces will move on 

to a contest at the state level.    

Although this event was held to honor the first-place winners of the 

contest, Western Dubuque also received several second- and third-

place winners as well.  In the creative writing category at the soph-

omore level, Megan Kemp and Brooke Bockenstedt tied for second 

with their pieces “One Autumn Day” and “Tipple Smiles.”  Also in 

the creative writing category, Larissa Wilming (12) placed second 

with her piece “Melodic Death.”  Megan Kemp (10) also placed 

third at her level in the poetry contest with her poem “I Am 

Strong.”  Congratulations to all the winners! 

The EIRC Creative Writing Contest first-place winners, 

pictured left to right:  Emily Vaughan (11), Cheyenne 

Puetz (10), and Brad Prier (11).   

Saving the Girl Scouts 
 

BY NELLIE WELSH 
 

The Girl Scouts of Eastern Iowa and Western Illinois are in an uproar. The four beloved camps: Camp Little Cloud, Camp Conesto-

ga, Camp L-Kee-Ta and Camp Tahigwa, of this council are in danger of being sold. The camps are losing money, but that is not all 

that would be lost if they close the camps. At camp, girls learn independence and self-confidence that they can use in the real world. 

The council has been told that the camps do not fit the needs of the girls, but this is far from the truth. The camps exceed what the 

girls should need for a week at summer camp. They do not need air conditioning or flushable toilets, and not all the camps have that. 

Girls do not need these things; they are a want.  
 

Girl Scouts learn a range of things. By the time girls are 10, they know how to start a fire and cook on that fire. Girls learn how to 

send letters and keep in touch with nature. The Camp Little Cloud in Dubuque County is used year round by troops, boy and girl, and 

by the Drexler Intermediate Middle School in Farley. Camp helps girls become family oriented because everything at camp is done 

in groups. By the end of the week, everyone is a family. Not to mention, Girl Scouts looks great on a college resume. The problem is, 

if the Girl Scout camps close, the closest Girl Scout camp in Iowa is at least three hours away.  
 

On March 7, there was a Dubuque County meeting for girls and parents to plea their case to the council. Mariah Balmer was one of 

the girls in attendance.  Mariah, a camper of 11 years, was one of the girls who spoke at the meeting on her views of the sale. “[At 

the meeting,] we all sat around and answered four questions and then discussed the questions. One of the questions was ‘does the 

camp meet the needs of the girls?’” Mariah then went on to tell how it does meet the needs and more. “Girl Scouts helped me pre-

pare for the real world,” Mariah said.  
 

There are multiple petitions going on to save the camps. “There is a petition to change the bylaws to give the girls a vote on the 

council,” Mariah said. “The only requirements are to be a registered Girl Scout (cost is $12) and must be over 14.” There are many 

other petitions and ways to help the cause. Anyone can help by sending letters to the council, sending articles to the paper or just 

following the Facebook page. There is no limit to the things Girl Scouts can do because they are considerate, caring, courageous and 

strong. 

WDHS blood drive: a success 
 

BY REBECCA WEBER 
 

The WDHS blood drive, organized by the FBLA, was held 

on March 13, 2013. This event was the event the club chose 

to sponsor as their community service project; it will also 

assist them in raising money for their state competition.  

During the WDHS blood drive, there were 120 people 

signed up. The goal for the blood drive was to get about 100 

units of blood, but WDHS was able to get 106 units. This 

year, the FBLA has a state leadership conference; 24 mem-

bers of the group will be able to attend.  There is also anoth-

er fundraiser in the works—similar to last year’s hypnotist 

event—but no dates have been set yet.  Contact your stu-

dent FBLA members for more information in the near fu-

ture.    
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Adios, Mrs. Einwalter 
 

BY CORRINA SAVOLT 
 

This is Mrs. Einwalter’s final year 

here at Western Dubuque High 

School.  So I asked her a few 

things concerning her experiences 

and what she plans on doing after 

she retires. 
 

How long were you at Western Dubuque? 

29 years 
 

What is your favorite memory?  I ejected a stu-

dent from my room for swearing. He had broken 

my three strike rule and said “damn” three times 

as he explained something. When he got to Mr. 

Howard’s office (the assistant principal at the 

time), he was astounded because the student was a 

4.0 student and had never been sent to him. When 

the student explained the situation, Mr. Howard 

said he had to give him a detention for breaking 

the teacher’s rules in class. The student is now a 

family friend, and we laugh about it every so of-

ten. 
 

What do you plan on doing after you retire? 

Whatever I want, whenever I want. 
 

Which Spanish class was your favorite? When I 

first started teaching, I taught all the first-year 

students and I loved it, but, in recent years, I have 

enjoyed Spanish 3. 
 

What was your greatest struggle throughout 

the years? My biggest struggle has been with 

students and their use of technology. Technology 

can be a wonderful asset, but as my father always 

says, “There is a time and a place for everything.” 
 

What are you going to miss the most?  There 

are so many things that I will miss. I will miss the 

bright students who loved a challenge and the 

challenged students who worked hard for me and 

tried to give all they had. I will miss the friends I 

made among the staff: the teachers, cooks, para-

professionals, secretaries, and custodians. I will 

miss the feeling that I at least tried to make a dif-

ference, because in life you will find that the im-

portant thing is that you at least try to do your 

best.   
 

We would like to thank Mrs. Einwalter for her 

many years of teaching.  

Retiring teacher: Mrs. McDermott 
 

BY ABBY GLOECKNER 

 

What will you miss the most about Western Dubuque?  I 

will miss participating in all the activities always going on, 

especially dressing up for Homecoming! 
 

How long were you here at Western Dubuque?  I began 

teaching seventh grade at W.D. upon my graduation from 

Clarke College. I taught two years, and then I came back 30 

years later to teach at WDHS for another 12 years. 
 

What was your favorite class to teach?  In spite of the correcting time re-

quired, I have enjoyed teaching Composition I because it allowed me to see 

students’ growth in writing. 
 

What will you do after you leave?  My husband and I plan to travel with the 

RV Nomad Club doing service projects around the country. With nine grand-

children, there will also be a great amount of time spent playing with them.  
 

Who was your favorite group of students? Sorry, freshmen, but my prefer-

ence is teaching seniors.  
 

What will you definitely not miss at Western Dubuque?  I won’t miss con-

structing lesson plans or correcting papers, especially on the weekends and 

holiday breaks.  
 

How has teaching affected your life?  What else would I have done the last 

42 years if I haven’t been teaching in some form?  I anticipate I will still be 

teaching, even if it is only my grandchildren, as teaching has always been and 

will remain my passion! 
 

Do you have any words of wisdom to leave with your students at Western 

Dubuque?  Take every opportunity offered to learn, as you never know what 

direction life will take you, but remember it is never too late to have a happy 

childhood. I’m ready to go have some fun!  
 

We would like to wish Mrs. McDermott all the best in her retirement. 

Happy retirement, Julie Westercamp    

Why are you leaving?  I have worked here for 32 years, 

and I wish to pursue new adventures.  I plan on teaching 

tennie full time at Alpine Tennis Center.   

Other plans for retirement?  To travel and teach tennis 

What is your favorite memory of WDHS?  Seeing stu-

dents achieve success in the classroom, on the field or on 

the court.  All my memories here are good. 

Was there a class you preferred to teach?  Why?  I love them all.  The 

students and staff at WD are awesome. 

Enjoy your retirement, Ms. Westercamp! 

A good teacher is like a candle - it consumes 

itself to light the way for others.  
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Play the game! 
 

BY BROOKE BOCKENSTEDT 
 

This year, Western Dubuque High School will be presenting the musical 

“Clue.” Performances are Friday and Saturday, April 19 and 20 at 7 p.m. 

There is also a Sunday matinee at 4 p.m. “Clue” is being directed by Ms. Jen-

nifer Maki, a Lawther Academy teacher. When asked why she chose “Clue,” 

Maki said, “It’s not done a lot around this area, and I thought it would attract 

an audience. There’s a cramped timeline, and I really want to make strong 

characters; we don’t really have time for a large chorus, so I want to focus on 

the main eight.” The eight characters are Mr. Boddy (Devin Watters, 11), Pro-

fessor Plum (Trevor Then, 12), Mr. Green (Marcus Ingles, 11), Colonel Mus-

tard (Chance Ingles, 12), Mrs. White (Ali Brown, 11), Miss Scarlet (Brooke 

Bockenstedt, 10), Detective (Kirsten Anderson, 12) and Mrs. Peacock 

(Brianna Kennedy, 12). The musical follows the board game; the audience and 

Detective must find out which of the six players killed Mr. Boddy. With its 

multiple endings, “Clue” is sure to keep the audience on their toes. For a night 

of passion as well as mystery, come play the game, and see if you have what it 

takes to find a murderer in Western Dubuque’s showing of “Clue.” 

 

 

 

 

Prom: the biggest senior event besides graduation 
 

BY GABI SCHANER 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Since our last update, nothing has changed, but we do have a bit more infor-

mation. This formal dance will be held on April 27, so dress to impress and 

dance the night away with your friends!  

 

A special thanks is in order for some of the prom committee that helped make 

this all happen: Rachel M. Demmer, Rachel Hoeger and Regan Hoefler.  

Thank you for putting things together to make this a special night. Tickets go 

on sale April 15.  The prices are as follows:     
 

$22—combo (prom & after prom) 

In advance = $16—prom, $9—after prom 

At the door = $20—prom, $10—after prom 
 

After prom will include the hypnotist Bryan Imbus, and ice cream will be 

provided. Note: you do not have to attend prom to go to after prom! Want to 

know about the after prom prizes? They will be drawing winners for: Senior 

Banner, a 3’ x 2’ class picture, tickets to a concert at the fair this summer, 

cameras, kindles, a 32’’ Emerson television, printer, a DVD player and prizes 

from local businesses. “Everyone should go home with a generous gift,” said 

Mr. Danner, Student Council Advisor and Prom Committee Director. 

Art corner with Stephanie  

Knipper 
 

BY HAILEY KETTERING 

Stephanie Knipper is a student here at Western 

Dubuque High School who has a phenomenal 

talent that she developed at just three years old. 

She is an artist. Right now, Stephanie is in an 

advanced painting class and has completed a 

piece of  what originally looked like a regular 

water fountain, but she turned it into something 

beautiful. When asked what inspired her to paint 

the fountain, Stephanie replied, “I was walking 

around school taking pictures for an assignment, 

and I saw the water fountain and thought the pic-

ture would look cool with the water running.” 

The piece, without a doubt, turned out just the 

way she expected it to. 

Stephanie plans on pursuing art in the future, but 

she is not quite sure of what kind. Being a car-

toonist is something she wants to try.  However, 

for the time being, she will continue taking art 

classes and will keep at her successful work.  

PHOTOGRAPH BY HAILEY KETTERING 

Pictured above: Stephanie Knipper (11) poses with her 

original artwork “Water Fountain.” 
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Graduation notes 

All graduation materials, which includes announce-

ments and caps & gowns, were delivered to the sen-

iors on Wednesday, March 13, 2013 during lunches.  

If  any seniors are still needing to order items for 

graduation, please call our Jostens representative, 

Frank Zucker at (563) 271-8473. 

Seniors’ last day 

Senior’s last day of classes will be Thursday, May 16, 2013.  Their last 

day of school is Monday, May 20, as there is no school on Friday, May 

17.  The agenda for this day—Monday, May 20—will be as follows: 

Senior Breakfast - All Seniors are invited to attend breakfast in the old 

cafeteria on Monday  morning, May 20, 2013.  Breakfast is at 7:30 a.m.  

WDHS faculty will also be attending.     

Graduation Practice - Immediately following the breakfast, seniors 

will practice for graduation in the gymnasium. All graduating seniors 

are expected to be at this practice so they can participate in the gradua-

tion ceremony.  More information will be coming out soon. 

Annual Awards Ceremony - Immediately following the graduation 

practice, the annual all-school Awards Assembly will be held from ap-

proximately 9:30-11:30 a.m.  Parents are welcome to attend this awards 

ceremony. 

If you have any questions regarding graduation, please contact Becky at 

563-876-3442 ext. 3005 or Becky.Gasper@wdbqschools.org  

Scholarships 

We have several new scholarship opportunities for 

seniors.  Please stop in the guidance office for a com-

plete list of scholarships available at this time. 

Scholarship information can also be found on our web 

site: www.wdbqschools.org  

under the Guidance Office sec-

tion and then select scholarship 

information. 

New resource for parents of seniors 

It’s hard to believe that college may be right around the corner for your student. You know that your worries and hopes for your 

child don’t stop when you drop them off on campus.  You may think, though, that your opportunity to have conversations with 

them about alcohol and other drugs  or influence over their decisions is coming to a close. But it doesn’t have to. We know that 

your influence as a parent continues, even when they’re not living under your roof. 

The first six weeks away at college can be very important. This may be the first time that your new collegiate is exploring their new 

found independence. They choose their friends, join campus activities and groups, and set the stage for how they will socialize on 

and off campus. They may experiment with drinking or put themselves in uncomfortable situations. Because of this, keeping the 

communication open with your new student during the first six weeks, and beyond, is very important.  

Helping Services has created a resource called “Off to College: Now What?” that has week by week tips for how to continue im-

portant conversations with your child through the first six weeks of college and beyond. The booklet also contains additional re-

sources you can check out as well as a quick tool that you can use that may help you to identify when your student may need some 

additional help. This free booklet will be available online and can be downloaded at www.helpingservices.org 

Graduation information 

The 2013 senior class of Western Dubuque High School will conclude their school careers at com-

mencement on Sunday, May 26, 2013 at 2:30 p.m.  The ceremony will be held in the main gymnasium. 

The class has chosen as its motto: “To accomplish great things, we must not only act, but also dream; 

not only plan, but also believe.”    
 

Students are expected to report to the hallway by the wrestling room by 1:45 p.m. on Sunday, May 26, 

2013.  All graduates must wear their cap and gown.  We recommend that the girls wear either a nice 

dress or dress pants and blouse, and the boys wear a pair of dress pants with a dress shirt and tie.  More information will be 

sent home in May. 
 

Sunday, May 26 is a culmination of four big years in the lives of our graduating seniors.  For each of the graduates and for you 

the parents, we hope the commencement afternoon is a proud and joyous occasion. 

mailto:becky.gasper@wdbqschools.org
http://www.wdbqschools.org
http://www.helpingservices.org/
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Boys and girls track hurdling their goals for 

2013 

BY MADELINE CLARK 

After the start of track practices, Western Dubuque’s teams begin to 

fall back into the groove of running and field events. From sprinting 

the 100-meter dash and running the 4 X 800 meter run to leaping 

over the high jump bar, athletes are getting in shape and readying 

for this year’s round of meets. All of these events add training for 

the ultimate goals: the Drake Relays and State 2013.   

“These first weeks of practice the athletes have worked hard,” says 

boys track coach Ben Ressler, “We’re excited to put this hard work 

in the upcoming meets.” Ressler states that the outlook for the boys 

this year looks good, considering the numbers compared to other 

years. “Some talented seniors did leave us last year,” admits Ress-

ler, “but the seniors, juniors, and sophomores, as of now, represent-

ed well at Drake and state last year, giving them the experience they 

will need.” Their goals this year are to win 5 meets, qualify two 

events for Drake and 12-15 events for state, place in the top three at 

the district meet and medal in three of those events. 

“Just like anything, you want to put your athletes in the best spot for 

their success,” says girls track coach Mark Digmann. “This year 

we’re looking better all around, but there will be tougher competi-

tors in the 4A division,” states Digman. “We won’t be as dominant 

as last year, especially in the field events, where we lost our top 

placers.” The girls’ goal this year is to improve their speed.  They 

would also like to win a conference title and qualify for state and 

Drake.  

For the list of all the track meets or more information, please visit 

http://wdhs.wdbqschools.org/?PageName='Sports'&SportID=12751   

Bobcat tennis update 
 

BY MARIAH BALMER 
 

The 2013 Bobcat tennis season has started off a little chilly with 

both the girls and boys teams being forced to practice inside, but 

Coach Kurt, the girls tennis coach, and Coach Stubben, the boys 

tennis coach, are hopeful that the snowy weather will not interfere 

with the season.  

Both coaches have high expectations for the season. Stubben is 

hoping to win the WaMaC title for the first time in school history. 

Both teams have many returning letter winners, including Stacy 

Kass, Nicki White, Nikki Neal, Sam Niemen, Chris Dempsey, Lu-

cas Lenz and Jordan Thompson. The girls’ first meet is scheduled 

for April 4 at Maquoketa, and the boys’ first meet is scheduled for 

March 30 at Prairie. Both coaches are looking forward to the sea-

son, although they get smacked by flying tennis balls everyday. 

Coach Stubben is specifically looking forward to convincing op-

posing teams that Eagle Point Park, where the home tennis meets 

are held, is also a bear preserve. All in all, the 2013 tennis season 

should be a good show of fun! 

WDHS state bowling champion 

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY DEMAURI NEEALY  

Congratulations to our very own Lisa 

Schroeder—the first freshman in Western 

Dubuque history to win state bowling. I 

interviewed Lisa to find out more about 

her experiences in making it to state. My 

first question was: “What made you want 

to start bowling?” 

Lisa Schroeder has been bowling for eleven years. Lisa be-

came interested in bowling from watching her older brothers 

bowl. She started off with league bowling; she tried it for the 

first time and has been bowling ever since. League bowling 

is different from bowling at school because it isn’t as loud; 

everyone works more as a team, whereas, in bowling at 

school, it’s more competitive and takes more practice.  It 

had to feel great becoming a champion in only her first year 

in high school, and I’m sure everyone wants to know wheth-

er Lisa will continue bowling next year. Well, yes, she will, 

and she’s excited about meeting new people.  She said, 

“We’ll lose a lot of good bowlers, but we’ll also gain a lot of 

good bowlers, so it’ll be a pretty good year!” It was my 

pleasure to interview the first freshman champion of West-

ern Dubuque, and I wish her the best of luck for next year. 

Keep up the good work, Lisa! 

Senior Survey 

What are your plans after high school? 

 

 

 

 

 

What will you miss most about your senior year? 

“Being in student sections for games.” – Lizzy Goedken 

“Eventually, all the friends we have will slowly drift away. It’s 

inevitable.” – Anonymous  

“Everyone knowing each other and being the oldest.” – Sam Nie-

man  

If you could change one thing about your senior year, what 

would it be? 

“Get more involved and do everything!” – Brette Correy 

“I would have started scholarships earlier.” – Ana Barrett 

“I wish it would have gone slower.” – Trevor Then 

http://wdhs.wdbqschools.org/?PageName='Sports'&SportID=12751
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Student film reviews 
 

Film review of “Argo”  
 
 

BY NICOLE VALENTINE 
 

“Argo,” based on a true story, is set in the time of the Iran 

Hostage Crisis. The American Embassy in Tehran was seized 

by Islamist students and militants. Fifty-two Americans were 

held hostage for 444 days. The film tells the story of the six embassy workers that 

evaded capture.  Tony Mendez, portrayed by Ben Affleck, is a CIA Agent who 

discovers these six people are safe at the Canadian Embassy, but he knows that 

they need to return to America as soon as possible. Mendez begins to formulate a 

plan to get them out of the country in secret. The movie shows the development 

and the execution of the plan. Ben Affleck, the director and the main character, 

captures this time and this crisis in such a way that leaves you in awe.  

“Oz the Great and Powerful” film 

review 
 

BY ROBYN DAUSENER  
 

As soon as the commercials for “Oz the Great and 

Powerful,” began running, I knew that I had to go see 

this retelling and twist of one of the most iconic and 

memorable movies ever made. With the wonderful 

cast of James Franco, Mila Kunis, Rachel Weisz and 

Michelle Williams, the acting abilities in this film are 

brilliantly brought out by the director of the movie, 

Sam Raimi. The cast and director are able to bring L. 

Frank Baum’s wonderful character, Oz, to life and 

tell his adventurous story. 
 

The story is set in the early 1900s where circus magician Oscar Diggs (James 

Franco) is swept up into a tornado while in a hot air balloon. He is thrown from 

the gray and dusty Kansas into the vibrant and colorful Land of Oz. As soon as he 

arrives, he is caught in the lie that he is the Wizard that the people of Oz have 

been waiting for. This is how he meets the three witches: Theodora (Milla Kunis), 

Evanora (Rachelle Weisz) and Glinda (Michelle Williams),  who each have their 

own ideas and plans for Oscar. Forced to choose between them, he must figure 

out who is good or evil, who is really the Wicked Witch, and most importantly; 

how to save the people of Oz from her. In this adventurous tale, the attitude of 

Oscar changes and with these changes, he becomes the man he always wanted to 

be. He becomes the Great and Powerful Wizard of Oz. 
 

“Oz the Great and Powerful” is not the movie for everyone, but it is going to be 

one of my favorites from now on. It is a mystifying pretelling of an already beau-

tiful movie.  With its wonderfully done special effects, this movie definitely de-

serves eight out of ten stars, and a place in the hearts of lovers of “The Wizard of 

Oz.” 

A review of 

“Thirteen 

Reasons 

Why” by Jay 

Asher  
 

BY CHEYENNE 
PUETZ 
 

In this fantastic 

novel by Jay Asher, 

high school student 

Clay Jensen is giv-

en the shock of his life: seven audio tapes 

from Hannah Baker, a girl who recently com-

mitted suicide. On those seven tapes are the 

13 reasons why she committed suicide, leav-

ing Clay with the agony of wondering why he 

is on one of the tapes. Throughout the novel, 

Clay listens to Hannah’s haunting voice and 

follows the map that came with the tapes, just 

waiting for his name to come up. Written 

from Clay’s point of view, as well as Han-

nah’s, this novel explores the devastating con-

sequences of degrading rumors, misunder-

standings and how one thing you say or do 

can bring someone’s world crashing down. 

With the combination of Clay and Hannah’s 

voices, Jay Asher has written a beautiful nov-

el that will stick with you forever and force 

you to think about your own life. Rumored to 

be an upcoming movie starring Selena 

Gomez, this is a novel that every teenager and 

adult should to read. 

This issue of the Bobcat Bulletin has been brought to you by the 2013 spring 

semester Creative Writing and  Journalistic Publications students at Western 

Dubuque High School.   
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Creative writing corner 

 

 

 

Graduation Poem 

BY TRISHA BLOCK  

Your time has finally come. 

We are ready to see what you become. 

You’re standing high above the ground. 

Don’t look back; don’t turn around. 

Talking with your friends about the “remember when...” 

You have grown; you’re not who you were then. 

They call your name, and the nerves set in. 

You realize this is it; you win. 

This is what you have worked hard for. 

It’s time to open that new door. 

You stand in front of a crowd. 

Parents, classmates, cameras are all around. 

They give you the paper they call a diploma. 

You shake teachers’ hands and hug your ma. 

Your high school years are done. 

You tackled this mountain and won.  

Good luck to you 

in the things you will do! 
 

Don’t Cry 
 

BY GABI SCHANER 
 

Please, 
Don’t cry. 

Because I’ll cry, 

If you cry. 

Your sorrow is mine, 

So please don’t cry. 

I’m here to listen. 

I’m here to hear your every word. 

Don’t let those tears fall 

Because, then, so will mine. 

If you really, 

Honestly, 

Need to, 

Tell me, 

Because I’ll cry with you 

Until your tears subside. 

So, please don’t cry 

Unless you have to 

Because you’ll have me here, 

And you’re always safe with me. 

The Ruess review 
BY JAYDE GARTNER 

On Sunday, March 17, 2013, I had the great pleasure of 

meeting with Mr. Bill Ruess, and his wife, Mrs. Vonda 

Ruess. We talked over an assortment of tea and coffee 

in a small café in Coralville, Iowa. As the parents of 

five beautiful children, Bill and Vonda have also been 

blessed with multiple grandchildren to add to their growing family. Living 

a small town life with a typical eastern Iowa family, the Ruess family 

seems like your ordinary musically-talented assortment of aunts, uncles, 

cousins and parents. If you dig a little deeper, though, you will find one 

nephew whose fame has skyrocketed within the last year and a half. Being 

the aunt and uncle of the lead singer, Nate Ruess, from the band FUN., they 

were more than happy to oblige in giving me sneak peak inside their fami-

ly. From what I had gathered, musical talent has always run in the Ruess 

family. Take Grandma Ruess, for example, a lovely 87-year-old woman, 

who still plays piano and sings at her church. “She taught us all how to play 

the piano when we were kids,” said Bill. The ability to sing was also passed 

down to her children, and her grandchildren were blessed as well! This is 

where Nate must have gotten his amazing talent. To the Ruess family, Nate 

is still just Nate. When asked if it was a weird feeling to hear “just Nate” on 

the radio, Vonda stated, “It’s still strange. They play him pretty much back 

to back now!” The Ruess’ life hasn’t changed too much since the fame be-

gan, but they have been associated with their nephew numerous times. The 

Ruess family is a great example of the bond an eastern Iowa family can 

share. No matter what happens, no matter where you go, family is forever. 

Senior Spotlights 
BY HANNAH MURRAY 

 

Amanda Fritz 

Amanda Fritz, 18, has been going to Western 

Dubuque Schools since kindergarten. She is a 

very friend-oriented person, and her favorite 

high school memory is being with friends on 

Homecoming night.  Her proudest high school 

moment is making honor roll all four years.  

Amanda’s plans after high school include travel-

ing around the U.S. and taking online classes.  

To upcoming seniors, she would like to say, “Be 

prepared to do homework.  Senior year is not as 

easy as everyone claims.” 

 

 

Justin Kluesner 

Justin Kluesner has been attending Western Dubu-

que since second grade.  Justin’s favorite high 

school memory is the first time he had class with 

Mr. Digmann, the teacher who, at the time of this 

interview, was sitting directly behind him.  His 

second is watching senior survivors destroy each 

other on the battlefield—metaphorically, of course.  

Justin’s favorite lunch includes the kind that has 

food in it.  Justin’s quote for upcoming seniors is 

“Quit while you’re ahead.”    



Calendar  

Important Dates 
 

April 

 1 No School (Spring Break)  

 2 School Resumes 

 17 3-Hour Early Dismissal - 

    Professional Development 

 

 

 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 

 1 3-Hour Early Dismissal - 

  Professional Development 

 17 No School - Professional  

  Development  

 20 Senior’s Last Day -  

  Breakfast & Practice 

 27 No School - Memorial Day 

 31 3-Hour Early Dismissal - 

  Tentative Last Day of  

  School for students 

Board of Education 

Jeanne Coppola 

Mark Knuth 

Gary McAndrew 

Robert McCabe 

Chad Vaske 

  CURRENT SCHEDULE: 

- May 31, Last Day for Students 

- June 4, Last Day for Teachers 

  ONE MORE SNOW DAY: 

- May 17, Make-up Day 

- May 31, Last Day for Students 

- June 5, Last Day for Teachers 

  TWO MORE SNOW DAYS: 

- June 5, Last Day for Students 

- June 6, Last Day for Teachers 

  THREE MORE SNOW DAYS: 

- June 6, Last Day for Students 

- June 7, Last Day for Teachers 

  FOUR MORE SNOW DAYS: 

- June 7, Last Day for Students 

- June 10, Last Day for Students 

The policies of the Western Dubuque County Community School District shall provide educational 

programs, activities, and employment practices which do not discriminate on the basis of age, color, 

creed, national origin, race, religion, marital status, gender, sexual orientation, gender identi-

ty, socioeconomic status, physical or mental ability or disability. The Western Dubuque County Com-

munity School District is an Equal Employment Opportunity/Affirmative Action employer. Any person 

having inquiries about this statement, please contact Tina Brestrup, Equity Coordinator, 563-744-3885 

x 6010, or tina.brestrup@wdbqschools.org 

Au revoir, Mrs. Bogosian 
 
BY RACHEAL HOWARD 
 

What is your favorite memory of being at Western Dubuque 

High School?  Being the cheerleading coach is my favorite 

memory because of starting a new era in the program and getting 

to know the cheerleaders. 
 

What will you miss the most about working at Western Dubu-

que High School?  I will miss being a part of the Bobcat family the most because 

everyone is so supportive, and the school reflects that support both in the class-

room and extracurricular activities.  
 

What was your biggest struggle while working here? My biggest struggle was 

updating the library and making sure we had current and valuable resources.  
 

What is a bittersweet memory you have while working here? One of my bitter-

sweet memories is when we lost the basketball state championship last year be-

cause, even though we lost the game, the amount of students, staff and school com-

munity that came out to support the team was amazing. 
 

What are your future plans after you move?  My future plans are moving to 

New Orleans, Louisiana, and later, wherever Air Force sends us. I will be back to 

visit because I have family that lives here in Dubuque. 

mailto:tina.brestrup@w-dubuque.k12.ia.us

